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OFFICE HOURS 

The office remains closed.  We can be contacted by email :- 

admin@ncfwi.org.uk for Jackie  

events@ncfwi.org.uk for Claire 

accounts@ncfwi.org.uk for Tina 
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 AGM Delegates Application Form 
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NEWS FROM WI HOUSE 
WI House, 71 Park View, Moulton, Northampton NN3 7UZ 

Tel: 01604 646055    Email: admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Website:  northamptonshire.thewi.org.uk   Facebook:  Northamptonshire Federation of WIs 

Charity Registration No. 1010740 

Chairman’s News 

Anne Rodwell (Great Doddington Evening WI)  anneandstever@hotmail.com 

Well, what a year it has been for everyone.  But the WI, as flexible and adaptable as we always 

are, has managed to keep going in so many new and different ways.   

This is my first Chairman’s News as I have taken the reins from Anne Seckington who stepped 
down at this year’s EGM.  It is a privilege to be in this position, and I have been inspired by WI 
friends who have encouraged me to “go for it – you will be fine”!  My sincere thanks to Anne who 
will continue to support us all from her position as WI Advisor, likewise to Margaret Foster, who 

also stays as a WI Advisor.  

The new Board of Trustees are looking forward to 2021 and finding ways that we can support and encourage all our 
members to enjoy their membership of this great organisation.  Sincere thanks to them all, for their continuing   
commitment and of course to Jackie, Claire and Tina for all that they do to ensure the smooth running of          

Northamptonshire Federation of WIs. 

With very best wishes for Christmas and a healthy and safe New Year. 

Newsletter Editor 

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI)   margaret.foster984@gmail.com 

I can’t believe that we are already producing our December 2020 Newsletter!  We are still receiving articles and 
photos from you showing all the things you are still managing to do despite the pandemic.  However, there is 
one thing we should stress.  PLEASE remember that when you send in photos for the newsletter, facebook and 
the website you should make sure that anyone shown in the photos is happy with this.  This is all part of GDPR 
and is very important.  Please also make it clear whether the photos are only for the newsletter or whether you 

are happy for them to be put on facebook and the website as well. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas! 

From Your Secretary 

Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI)   admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email us on 
admin@ncfwi.org.uk or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Cakes for Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
      

In December cakes will be donated by 
 

Harlestone WI 
Weston Favell WI 
 

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

The 2021 Rota Request was enclosed with last month’s newsletter.   
 

If your WI is able to help, please email events@ncfwi.org.uk with 
your preferred month(s) to deliver cakes.   
See page 4 for details of the Recipe Book to which many of you   
contributed.   

mailto:margaret.foster984@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
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From Your Treasurer 

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI)  68wollaston@gmail.com 

Normally we would have been sending out the ‘Pink Form’ with this Newsletter.  But from now on this will be sent 

out with the March Newsletter. 

I hope that those Treasurers who took part in the Treasurers Training on Zoom on Saturday November 21st found it 
useful.  It is not as easy doing this sort of training via Zoom but at least we can get together virtually and hopefully 

address some of the queries new Treasurers have. 

Thanks to those who purchased NFWI raffle tickets.  This year the Federation received £496.17 this being 60% of 
the raffle sale proceeds.  Also, we had a winner in the County, a member of Wootton WI won the Martha Stewart 

Beauty Hamper.  

COUNTY BOUNTY  -  NOVEMBER 
 

£20 No 76      Claire Bell 

       Cranford WI                         Ind 

£10 No 89      Joanne Wild 

     Hackleton & District WI        Ind 

£10 No  14      Maureen Coles 

       Sywell & Overstone WI        Ind 

 

Media  

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI)  68wollaston@gmail.com 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ANYTHING THING MEDIA RELATED – IF YOU ARE, WE NEED YOU 

The Media Committee looks after all the publicity and public relations related matters of the Federation, including 

the NCFWI Newsletter, Website, Facebook Page, and the sale of WI Merchandise, cards etc. 

We currently need new members who have skills in these areas to join the Committee.  Several of the current   

committee who have been serving on this committee for many years feel that they would like to retire, they have 

served the Federation extremely well and feel that it is time for new blood.  Technology moves very fast and we 

need people with the expertise and new ideas. 

There are only 3 meetings a year.  These are in November, March and June.  Currently they are in the daytime, 

but this does not have to be the case in the future.  I foresee that we will continue to use Zoom for committee   

meetings in the future and there is no reason why these could not be in the evening. 

So, if you have an interest or skill in anything media related please get in touch with me. 

MEMORIAL BOOK 

WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE 

WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE 

MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY. 
 

Vera Everett                       Towcester Evening WI 

Cindy Rothwell             Weston Favell Evening WI 

Rosie Revell                             East Hunsbury WI 

Gloria Allen                                     Little Billing WI 

Andrea McAuliffe                            Little Billing WI 

Helen Cooper               Weston Favell Evening WI 

Audrey Roberts                                     Gretton WI 

Bronwen Thomason               Moulton Evening WI 
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Important Delivery Information for Secretaries:  2021 Members Voucher Booklet 

Grateful thanks in advance to all WI Secretaries for ensuring that their members receive their new booklets at the 
start of 2021.  Please note that, because of the timing of the decision to extend the subscription year, both the    
booklet and card are dated 2021.  All new members joining after distribution of the booklets at the start of the year 

will automatically receive their membership card in their joining pack. 

Parcels will be despatched between 27 November and 9 December 2020. 

WIs should let their federations know as soon as possible if they have not received their booklets by                   
14 December 2020. 

In order for any delivery problems to be rectified, notification of non-delivery must be received no later than             
1 February 2021. 

If the member listed on the MCS at the time that the data was drawn is no longer Secretary for their WI, the booklets 

will need to be passed on to the new Secretary as it will not be possible for a second batch of booklets to be sent. 

Resolutions 2021 

Resolution time is with us once again.  You will find the five shortlisted resolutions on My WI and in the December 
copy of WI Life.  Although the National Annual Meeting is due to take place in April the resolution process will be 
conducted in the same way as in previous years with WIs voting on the final selected resolutions at their May    

meetings.   

Please submit your selection direct to your WI President or Secretary via email or telephone, who will then inform 
the Federation of the total selection for each resolution.  The resolution selection form can still be used as an            

alternative.   

The deadline for returning the selections to the Federation is 18th January 2021.   

They can be emailed to admin@ncfwi.org.uk           

Bulbs, Bulbs, Bulbs 

Many thanks for buying the bulbs through the Federation and supporting this money-making scheme – a much 

needed boost for the Federation in this year of NO money!  £175.36 raised – THANK YOU! 

Cynthia Spencer Hospice Recipe Book 

In the September newsletter the hospice asked for contributions to a special Recipes and Memories Book and a    
fantastic response was received from many WIs.  All recipes submitted have been included in the book which is 

now available to order through the website  

https://cynthiaspencershops.ecwid.com/Recipes-to-Remember-The-Cynthia-Spencer-Cookbook-p258764192 

mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
https://cynthiaspencershops.ecwid.com/Recipes-to-Remember-The-Cynthia-Spencer-Cookbook-p258764192


5  

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE AWARENESS  -  ZOOM TALK 
by Northamptonshire Police & The Sunflower Centre 
Thursday 3 December 7 pm   -  FREE 
 

This talk is timed to coincide with the “16 Days of Action 2020” running from 25 November to      
10 December and is in support of the NFWI’s “No More Violence Against Women” campaign to 

raise awareness of this dreadful issue affecting around 1.6 million women across the UK.  

DS Hayley Thurston and a colleague from the Sunflower Centre will give an insight into the different forms of      
domestic abuse and their work with victims across the county.  The Sunflower Centre offers specialist support and 

advice to help sufferers achieve safety and recover their lives. 

Since lockdown, calls to the domestic abuse helpline have risen by 49% and the number of domestic killings has 

more than doubled but many victims are too frightened to seek help.   

Join us to gain a greater understanding of this issue and to consider ways in which you could take 

action to support NFWI’s campaign. 

Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place.  

Closing Date Wednesday 2 December  
 

Please note the session planned for 10 December has had to be cancelled due to policing commitments.                

It is hoped to offer an alternative daytime session in the new year. 

 

PRESIDENTS & SECRETARIES WORKSHOP by ZOOM 
Saturday 20 February 2021  10 am - 12 noon  OR  1.30 pm - 3.30 pm  -  FREE    
 

If you are new to either of these roles in your WI or even feel that you could do with a refresher, do come along to 
this joint workshop, where members of the Membership and Training Sub-committee will be pleased to help.  You 
have a choice of morning or afternoon, so make your choice and send in the application form as soon as possible.  

Don’t worry if the ticket allocation date has passed, there may still be places available.   

Application form with your Secretary last month.   

Ticket allocation date Monday 4 January.  There will be no charge for this workshop. 

 
LIMERICK COMPETITION   

 

Please keep your entries coming for this competition to make us smile!  Closing date 30 November 2020. 

Entries can be sent to WI House or emailed to admin@ncfwi.org.uk    

A selection will be published next month, in the January edition of Northamptonshire News, and there will be a small 
prize for the winner.  

 
ZOOM FAMILIARISATION & PRACTICE SESSIONS    -    FREE 
If you are interested in the talks and workshops on offer but are a unsure about using Zoom, familiarise yourself with 
it by joining a free, short, practice session, tailored to your requirements.   

Email events@ncfwi.org.uk with your preferred time of day (morning, afternoon or evening). 

 

L OOKI NG AHEAD TO W HAT ’ S  ON  

mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
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SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING 
Linda Brett (Little Billing WI)   linda.brett2@btopenworld.com 
 

November was MCS month - a reminder that any changes of committee and Officers are up to date on the        
Membership Communication System.   
 

It has been good to see that even during these unprecedented times we are seeing WIs welcoming new members.    
 

Secretaries have now received application forms for the President and Secretaries Workshop in February which will 
be a Zoom Workshop.  There is no charge for this event. 
 

 

 

 
CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS 
Jean Bates (HelmdonWI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

Due to Police commitments the officer speaking to us on our FREE ZOOM events looking at Violence Against  
Women, is now only able to offer us Thursday December 3 for our 7pm “meeting”.  This is your opportunity to take 
part in the National 16 Days of Action, held from November 25 to December 10.  Please register with Claire at 
events@ncfwi.org.uk, for your connection.  Closing date for this is Wednesday 2 December.  Also speaking will be a 
representative from the Sunflower Centre, which helps women who have been subjected to domestic abuse. 
 

Have you a small item suitable as a gift for a child or woman who might be in the care of the Sunflower Centre?  If 
you would like to make such a donation please contact any of the Board of Trustees or members of the Campaigns 
and Concerns committee, who are happy to receive such gifts.  We are spread around the Federation, your       
President and Secretary have the details in the Year Book.  Donations can then be collected together for distribution 
to the Sunflower Centre, when restrictions allow. 
 

Please remember to look at My WI for further information on Campaigns. 
 

Thank you,  
Jean. 

 
ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW) 
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

Over the past few years we have been collecting cameras, phones etc to recycle for funds for ACWW.  The present 
restrictions mean WI House is closed, so items cannot be left, but a sack load has recently been sent off, thanks to 
Jane Treharne, and I will keep you informed when we hear the amount made from your kind donations.   
 

However, could you please remember to continue collecting stamps, as we often have more mail over the Festive 
season and stamps could be posted through WI House letterbox, at any time. 
 

Thank you,  
Jean 

 

WI Adviser for December:  Christine Farmer 01327 361284   christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:linda.brett2@btopenworld.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:events@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk
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ART, SPORTS & LEISURE 
Heather Smith (Towcester Evening WI)   hmsmith47@btinternet.com      

We are delighted to confirm that we sent two entries to NFWI for the Lady Denman Cup Competition: ‘What I Heard 

on the Bus’.  You can read these on pages 8 and 9.  Thank you to all who entered.    

We are still receiving entries for the Limerick Competition and will publish some of them in the next newsletter.  

Again, thanks to all of you who entered. 

Unfortunately, we have another Covid casualty, the Cake Topper Workshop.  I had hoped that in my first newsletter 
article as Chairman of the Arts, Sport and Leisure Committee I could announce some events that would actually be 

happening!  If you have any ideas for events we could hold via Zoom, I’d love to hear from you.    

 

DENMAN COLLEGE 
Christine Farmer, Denman Ambassador (Preston Capes WI)  christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Nothing much to report on this really – the consultation period ended on 30 October and we have heard nothing 

more.  There is a ‘Save Denman’ group who are still very pro-active, but not really getting anywhere!  They have 

written to the Charity Commission raising a few items and received a reply stating that the CC have written to NFWI 

to clarify a few points.  I have not seen anything further since – but, as before I think it is just putting off the evil day! 

Good news on the Faberdashery front is that, in addition to a huge amount going to the residents of Marcham to 

help with their Community Hall fund raising, the remainder has gone to Emmaus, the Homeless Charity, to be sold 

in one of their shops – so all to a good cause. 

Denman at Home continues at present to be very popular, and at £5 a session -  very reasonable.  As I write 

(14 November) - this last week we have had 26 courses – all varying themes – History, Cookery, Craft, Yoga,    

Photography, Tai Chi and Cryptic Crosswords - something for everyone.  If you have not yet done a course and 

want details of how to log on, find out what’s on or pay, etc. give me a call 01327 361284 or email me, or use this 

link  https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course 

 

 
Great Billing WI member, Madeline Harrison, made this lovely piece of embroidery 
on a Denman at Home Zoom session.  

mailto:hmsmith47@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/?_search=Online%20Course
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Lady Denman Cup Competition - “What I Heard on the Bus” 
 

Congratulations to Frances Boylan and Hazel Hollis, winner and runner-up in the NCFWI section.  Good Luck in 
the next round of the competition!  Enjoy reading their entries here. 
 
 

Frances Boylan  Long Buckby WI  

Well what a great start to the week thought Bella as she sat down in the empty bus.   
Monday, pouring with rain and missed my usual bus. Not even sure if this bus stops in 
Canley street. 
Looking across the aisle she saw with a start there was an elderly lady sitting quietly by 
the window. 
Funny she thought, I could have sworn the bus was empty when I boarded.  Leaning 
across the aisle she said politely “Excuse me, do you know if this bus stops in Canley 
Street?”  
"Oh yes my dear I have been travelling on this bus for many years but today is a special trip for me, I'm going to a 
reunion". 
"Oh really" said Bella only half listening with one eye on her phone which kept pinging with messages from her 
work colleagues wanting to know where she was. 
"It was thirty five years ago today our little group of young wives and mums met together for the last time" the lady 
continued.  "We had to close as the hall we had been renting for many years was under order of demolition but 
we all decided we would meet again in 35 years' time for a reunion." 
"Fascinating" said Bella gathering together her umbrella, coat and phone and not in the least interested in the old 
ladies somewhat rambling tale.  
"l am really looking forward to meeting everyone " the old lady continued as Bella prepared to leave.  "You see my 
dear, my husband and myself died in a car accident 10 years ago and so of course I really had to come today." 
Bella stopped dead in her tracks.  Surely she must have misheard, did the old lady really just say she died 10 
years ago! 
She turned to speak to her but the seat was empty!  In a daze Bella left the bus thinking... did I fall asleep, was 
that really a conversation or did I dream 
Still shaken she turned to look at the bus as it passed and just for a moment she thought she saw a little old lady 
sitting by the window. 
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 Hazel Hollis  Weston Favell Evening WI 
 

It was my usual routine.  A quick tidy round.  Rushing to catch the number 9.   
I volunteered in the Salvation Army shop.  I just made the bus, and flopped into 
a seat in front of two other ladies.  The bus trundled off.  My thoughts drifted.  
I didn't really become aware of the conversation behind me until we left  
Frobisher Avenue. 
"Have you decided when you will do it?" 
"Not yet. " 
"You shouldn't leave it too long Jean.  From what you've said he could turn violent! " 
"I'm sure Andrew wouldn't actually harm me Lillian. 
"Others have thought the same.  And not lived to regret it. " 
"I'm trying to keep everything normal.  He mustn't suspect". 
 

My thoughts stopped drifting and were now focused.  I wanted to turn round and look at the ladies behind me but 
didn't dare.  They appeared to be discussing murdering somebody.  And from what I'd overheard it was one of 
their husbands, Andrew. 
To my horror the conversation continued. 
"What about a weapon?" 
"That's another thing Lillian.  I can't decide.  A brass candlestick perhaps and a whack over the back of the head? 
"But do you have a brass candlestick Jean?" 
"I do.  It belonged to my mother. " 
"Could I borrow it?" 

"Yes.  But we should explore other options.  
 

At the stop before mine there was a small flurry and I realised that the two ladies were standing, ready to disem-
bark.  By half turning I could get a good look at them.  One dark haired, sprinkled with grey.  The other plumpish, 
wearing a hat.  My mind frantically tried to decide what to do. 
Ring 999? 
My hand closed over the phone in my handbag, just as the bus stopped and Lillian and Jean got off.  And I did 
absolutely nothing. 
 

The shop where I volunteered was a large one that had fallen victim to falling trade.  However, we did well from 
donations and the small cafe on the premises. 
My colleague Anita turned from arranging clothes on a rail and smiled.  Her smile faded.  "What's wrong Jackie?  
You look as though you've seen a ghost! " 
I forced a smile of my own.  I’m fine.  Just a headache." 
"Let’s have a quick coffee!”  Anita said, guiding me towards the cafe.  
It was easy to convince myself that I'd dozed on the bus.  Had a brief vivid dream. 
"Tell you what," Anita said "Come out with me Friday after the kids are in bed.” 
"Oh I…..” I began feebly. 
"No arguments!” 
 

"Where are you off to?” my husband asked on Friday evening. 
"Out with Anita.  Something at the community centre." 
"These are usually good," Anita said cheerfully as we entered.  Soon the curtains swished apart to reveal a set 
arranged as a living room.  Two women were seated in opposite chairs.  They spoke.  “Have you decided when 
you will do it?" 
"Not yet." 
"You shouldn't leave it too long Jean.  From what you've told me he could turn violent!” 
"I'm sure Andrew wouldn't actually harm me Lillian.” 
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Many WIs marked Remembrance Day with beautiful handmade tributes. 

Hunsbury Hill WI made around 300 poppies, including purple ones for the animals, white ones for peace and 

black ones to remember the many from Asia, India, the Caribbean and 
Africa.  The display was assembled at the entrance to Hunsbury Hill 

Country Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bozeat WI made poppies from plastic bottles, as taught by member, Sheila French.  

Some were made into a wreath which was placed on the war memorial (see front cover) 

and others were displayed on the WI flower planters in the village 

 

 

 
 

Badby & Fawsley WI Knitwits group knitted red poppies and, as a 

new initiative this year, made yellow poppies on a wicker heart in memory 
of those who have lost their lives to the pandemic.  The poppies were    

displayed on the WI Centenary Bench on Badby village green. 

The photo was photoshopped as the members were obeying the social 

distancing rules!   

 

 

East Hunsbury WI members crocheted and knitted poppies to contribute to a wonderful display outside the    

library.  Pauline Boler made the large felt poppies and President, Val King, worked to attach them.  Olivia Lyons laid 

a wreath on behalf of East Hunsbury WI, at a ceremony at the memorial bench with Parish Councillors 

 

Out and About     
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Great Doddington Evening WI’s November Goody Bags included a special 

Remembrance Poppy hand knitted by Sue Waterton.  Members were asked to     
donate to the British Legion Poppy Appeal as a “Thank you” to Sue.  Also included in 
the bag were a hot chocolate drink sachet, marshmallows, biscuits, homemade Tiffin 
and a Word Search puzzle.  
 

 
 
 

 
Earls Barton Millennium WI  committee decided to give members Goody Bags, just like many other WIs they 

had read about in the Newsletter.  Their gifts included a WI tea towel, puzzle book, 
scented candle, hand cream, flower seeds, tea bags, biscuits and chocolates all in 
a glittery bag.  Secretary, Sandra Berry, says that their members were very 
pleased and surprised to receive them and, in the light of the cancellation of  
Christmas events, it helped to keep everyone in touch.   

 

 

 

 

 

Blisworth WI committee has helped brighten the dark November days and maintain   

contact with everyone, by giving members some bulbs with an amusing poem attached. 
During this second lockdown, unable to have a friend in our gardens, members are meeting  
with one other member to walk in the village and surrounding fields, weather permitting!   

 

Hunsbury Hill WI Book Club invites you to join them to either read the books they are reading, join in the    

discussion or just listen!  Meetings are on Zoom on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. and you will be most        

welcome.  Please contact Carolyn Stone cstone.mrs@gmail.com  for a copy of the book list and the Zoom link.  

At the last meeting “The One” by Northamptonshire author John Mars 

was discussed.  “We do talk about many other things at the same 

time, and put the world to rights in the process!!”  says member 

Shirley Corke. 

 

 

 

Ashley Welland Valley WI thoroughly recommends Zoom talk “The Ghosts of Hampton 

Court” by Sarah Slater.  Sarah is a guide at Hampton Court Palace and had enough ghostly tales 

to have even the most sceptical members scratching their heads by the 

end of a fantastic evening!   

Continuing the spooky theme, a “carve and show” evening was held for      

Hallowe’en.  Fruit and vegetables were carved and even knitted. 

 

mailto:cstone.mrs@gmail.com
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WORKING TOGETHER  
 

Great Houghton WI extends a huge “thank you” to Helmdon WI (and Stitchers group) and East Hunsbury WI 
for responding to their request for help in the October newsletter.  With their support, another batch of beautiful,  
knitted clothes, hats and blankets has been delivered to the Growbaby Project.     
 

If you can assist by crocheting, or knitting, hats, gloves, jumpers or blankets, please 

contact Chris Carr, President of Great Houghton WI.  Items must be new, from a 

smoke-free home and labelled with the age they are for (items for newborn to 6 

years old needed). 

 

 

 

 
Towcester Evening WI and Lois Weedon & Weston WI are supporting the Northamptonshire Health 

Charity (NHC) together, as featured in October’s newsletter.  Towcester Evening WI has raised an amazing £350 

from the sale of facemasks made by Jenni Liversidge, Lois Weedon and Weston WI.  

The money has gone towards a Reflective Garden dedicated to the staff and patients who have died from Covid-19 

at Northampton General Hospital. 

60 of Jenni’s masks were donated to 

non-medical staff, patients and to local 

doctors’ and dental surgeries  

Towcester Evening WI President, Sue 

Hamilton, was interviewed by Radio 

Northampton about this project.  

 

 

Wollaston WI President, Janet Knight, and Secretary, Sue Carter, delivered several boxes of blankets, clothes 

and toiletries, kindly donated by members and friends, to Baby Basics.  Baby Basics is thrilled to have started a   

relationship with the WI and will be going to talk to Wollaston WI when normal meetings finally return. 

Baby Basics provides essentials to vulnerable and disadvantaged new mums, including to teenage mums, asylum 
seekers and women fleeing domestic abuse.  Items needed include clothes (new or good condition second hand),    

bedding and towels, and toiletries for both mother and baby. 

Wollaston WI would greatly welcome 
donations from other WIs.  Please 
contact Janet or Sue, who will arrange   

collection and delivery.   

Contact details are in the Year Book. 
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                 Spotlight on…...    

 

Rushton Village WI in Lockdown 

 

Secretary, Amanda Frogley, shares her WI’s experience of coping with those twin perils  -  Lockdown and Zoom! 

“When Covid-19 reached us, we immediately cancelled all meetings.  No craft in March, although book club           

continued by email; no meetings in April, but quizzes were sent out and we held a rainbow challenge instead of 

craft . 

Then we started to Zoom, and there was no stopping us!  First we hosted one-to-one sessions for people to         

familiarise themselves with Zoom.  From May onwards we have been back to four meetings each month:            

committee, main, book club and craft.  Our programme has been adapted with treasure hunts, quizzes, bingo and 

talks including “A life of food – part 2” by Janet Hodges, and “Travels in a quirky car” by Peta Allingham.  Our 

monthly competitions have become ‘show and tell’ style.  Looking to the future, we have cruises, cocktails,         

pantomime and game shows on the horizon. 

Craft meetings have all gone well.  We have chosen activities that don’t use new techniques and need little or no   

instruction.  Any necessary instructions are emailed out in advance.  We have tried our hand at Zentangle, milk   

bottle seagulls, Japanese rice bags, colouring and hand sewn coasters.   

Book club has been the most straightforward to run on Zoom.  We read a wide variety of books; often ones that 

most of us wouldn’t have considered but usually thoroughly enjoy. 

Inevitably, our 90th birthday celebration will have to become our 91st (or possibly even our 92nd).  However, on the 

upside, we have become media stars, featuring on BeatRoute FM in a Desert Island Discs style programme with 

Helen Chown. 

Zoom meetings are definitely getting easier.  We have all learnt to turn on video (mostly), and mute and unmute our 

microphones (nearly always).  Some of us have had to learn how to share screens, change backgrounds and use 

breakout rooms.  Many of us have even learnt that if you speak at the same time as other people you can’t be heard 

– this means that Diane no longer needs her bell! 

Rushton Village WI is based on fun and friendship and I know we’re all missing our meetings, but until it’s safe for 

us to be together in person again, we’ll keep Zooming on!” 

Rainbow Craft 

Japanese Rice Bag Milk Bottle Dove 

Zentangle 


